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School’s open: short course for parents ublic Librar 


Although classes have started this fall for most children, it is not too late for parents—as well 
as children—to take time to study Consumer Product Safety Commission’s (CPSC) short course 
for back-to-school safety. Simple things, such as pencils & lunch boxes, can cause injury if they 
are not selected & used with care. Also, remember, pre-school children might find & play with sup- 
plies for older children, so keep the younger children in mind as you go over the short course be- 
low: 

®@ Scissors, protractors, compasses, pens, pencils & any other items with sharp edges or points 
should be carried & stored in an enclosed & protective case. 

@ Paints & paste should come in plastic containers. If only glass bottles are available, they 
should be,carried in a protective case or wrapping. 

® Lunch boxes should have smooth edges & secure fasteners. Canned food with pop tops or 
lids may have dangerously sharp edges, so warn children not to lick the lids. Avoid carrying 
carbonated drinks, glass items or aerosol cans that could explode. 

e Thermo-insulated bottles can break or explode. Buy one labeled “Safe for Children,” & in- 
struct children to check for breakage before drinking. 

@ Shoes with slippery soles increase accidents. Scuff up bottoms of new shoes to give trac- 
tion. Platforms, wedged & high heels may be the highest of fashion but can be dangerous on 
stairs & for driving. 

@ Sports equipment & attire should be selected to fit the size & weight of the child. Proper 
fit is imperative for safety & should be carefully checked by parents. Mock gear, such as thin 
plastic helmets, is not intended for actual sports & can even be a hazard. Be sure schools provide 
adequate protective gear for rough sports. 

@ Bicycles also must be the correct size for the rider. Check the bicycle for reflectors on the 
front, rear & sides. Be sure to have skid resistent pedals & good brakes. Watch for sharp points 
& pinch points on bikes & locks. Riders should know traffic rules & wear light colored clothing or 
clothing with reflective stripes or patches & keep bikes in good repair. Lock bikes securely when 
not in use. 

@ Check electrical systems, cords & plugs on study lamps, typewriters & other electrical study 


aids. Do not lean or prop lamps against flammable materials, such as mattresses, pillows & drap- 
eries. 


Mushroom alert 


Following recent recalls of canned mushrooms suspected of botulism contamination, Food & 
Drug Administration has begun a nationwide investigation of more than 5,000 warehouses through- 
out the country where processed mushrooms are stored. 

Recently, FDA completed an investigation of 42 mushroom processing plants. This examina- 
tion revealed that half of the plants had inadequate operating procedures or equipment deficien- 
cies. The plants are now taking corrective measures recommended or required by FDA. 

FDA has also urged consumers who find leaking, dented or swollen cans not to open them or 
eat the contents, but to advise their nearest FDA office or local health department. To date, 5 
mushroom processors—United Canning Co.; Fred Mushroom Products Co.; Fran Mushroom Co. 
Inc.; Wirth Food Products; & Avondale Industries—were ordered to recall their products because 
botulism was suspected in some of their mushroom cans. If as a result of FDA’s warehouse in- 
vestigation, other product lines are suspected of contamination, FDA will seek additional recalls. 





Gasoline mileage for ‘74 cars 


Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has rated the gasoline mileage for almost all 1974 
model cars sold in the U.S. EPA’s miles-per-gallon data is based on its tests for car manufac- 
turers’ compliance with the agency’s standards for auto air pollution control. EPA tests a car 
for emissions & miles per gallon by driving it on a chassis dynamometer that simulates city driv- 
ing conditions. The test simulates a 7.3 mile trip at speeds up to 57 miles per hour. Thus, the 
test is close to the conditions of the average car trip of 8.3 miles. However, actual miles per gallon 
depend on several factors, including the manner in which the car is driven, frequency of cold starts, 
use of power-absorbing accessories (such as air conditioning, power steering & automatic trans- 
mission), car weight & axle ratio. 


CONSUMER NEWS is printing the ratings for almost all the cars used in EPA’s study. Cars 
are listed under company names, which are in alphabetical order. The number sign (+) & number 
by each model name indicate its weight classification (the weight classifications are listed in the 
footnote below). The figures in parentheses beside the car name provide information about the 
engine. In “(360-4),” for example, the number before the hyphen represents the engine’s displace- 
ment (size) in cubic inches, & the number after the hyphen represents the carburetor rating, 
4 venturis (barrels). No distinction, however, is made between carburetor ratings achieved with 
multiple carburetors as opposed to single, multi-venturi carburetors. For example, the number 4 
could mean one 4-barrel carburetor or 4 single barrel carburetors. (When “FI” is used after the 
hyphen, it means the car has fuel injection.) Following the parentheses is either the designation 
“A” for automatic transmission or “M” for manual. The number, as in “A3,” tells the number 
of forward speeds. The last number after the model name is the miles per gallon rating. Thus, 
“Honda Civic +1 (76-2) M4 29.1” means the Honda model is in the 2000 pound class, has a 76 
cubic inch engine with 2-barrel carburetor & 4-speed manual transmission—29.1 miles per gallon. 


Note—For some models, EPA tested cars with emission controls designed to meet California 
standards which are higher than Federal standards. This difference does not have any appreci- 
able effect on cars weighing under 3,500 pounds, but over that weight, a variance from 1 to 
1.3 miles per gallon might occur. Consumers who wish revised data on makes over 3,500 pounds 
should write EPA. (See address below.) Several makes & models that are not included in the fol- 


lowing list may still be undergoing EPA tests. CONSUMER NEWS will publish mileage figures for | 


these cars when EPA makes the test results available. 


For a free complete listing of all 1974 cars tested by EPA as of Sept. 18, write to Fuel Econ- 
omy, Office of Public Affairs, Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. You might 
also request information about optional equipment & other factors affecting fuel economy. 








A AMC Ambassador #8 (360-2) | Plymouth 
| As 10.8 | Valiant #6 (225-1) A3 16.7 | 
| AMC Ambassador #8 (360-4) | Valiant #7 (318-2) M3 12.5 | 

Alfa Romeo | A8 10.4 Valiant #7 (360-4) M3 11.8 | 

2000 GTV #3 (120-FI) M4 19.1 | AMC Matador #8 (360-4) A3_ 10.0 | Satellite #7 (318-2) A3 11.6 
| Austin Morris BMC | Valiant #7 (360-4) A3 10.9 

American Motors MG Midget #1 (78-1) M4 22.4 | a = ae m4 — | 

; : | MGB Sports #8 (110-2) Ma 18.7| Satellite #8 (400-4) Ma =O. 

AMC Gremlin #5 (232-1) A3 15.9 po | Satellite #8 (360-4) M4 9.1 

AMC Gremlin #5 (258-1) M3_ 15.6 | MGB GT #5 (110-2) M4 16.3 | Satellite #8 (440-4) AB 8.5 | 

AMC Hornet Sportabout #6 iC | Fury #9 (360-2) A3 10.4 | 

(232-1) A3 15.5 | Satellite #9 (360-4) A3 10.2 | 

AMC Hornet #6 (232-1) A3. 14.7 | Chrysler Fury #9 (360-4) A3 9.9 | 

AMC Hornet #6 (258-1) A8 14.3 | Chrysler Fury #9 (400-4) A3 8.9 

AMC Javelin #6 (258-1) M3 13.2 | New Yorker #9 (440-4) A3 9.1 Fury station wagon #10 

AMC Javelin #6 (304-2) A3 12.1 Newport #9 (400-2) A3 8.9 (400-2) A3 8.9 

AMC Hornet #6 (258-1) M3_—11.7 | Town & Country station Citroen 

AMC Hornet #6 (360-2) A3 11.0 wagon #10 (440-4) A3 8.9 

AMC Matador #7 (304-2) A3 12.4 | Dodge SM #6 (181-6) A4 11.9 

AMC Javelin #7 (360-2) A3 11.6 Dart #6 (198-1) A3 16.0 | SM #6 (181-6) M5 11.2 

AMC Javelin #7 (360-2) M4 10.8 | Monaco #9 (400-4) A3 82| 

AMC Matador station wagon Monaco #9 (440-4) A3 8.1 . 

#8 (304-2) A8 12.3 | Monaco #9 (400-2) A3 7.9 | Ferrari 
AMC Matador #8 (401-4) A3 11.1 Monaco station wagon #10 Dino 246 GT #5 (148-6) M5 = 10.0 
AMC Matador #8 (360-2) A3 11.0 (400-2) A3 8.2 | 365 GTB-4 #7 (268-12) M5 «6.5 
Weight classifications: #1—2000 Ibs.  #3—2500lbs. #5—3000lbs. #7—4000lbs, #9—5000 Ibs. 
#2—2250 lbs. #4—2750lbs. #6—3500lbs. #8—4500lbs. #10—5500 lbs. 








Ford 


Pinto 
Pinto 
Capri 


#4 (122-2) M4 
#4 (140-2) M4 
#4 (122-2) M4 
Capri #4 (122-2) A3 
Pinto #4 (140-2) A8 
Pinto Wagon #5 (122-! 
Capri #5 (171-2) M4 
Mustang #5 (140-2) A 
Pinto Wagon #5 (140- 
Mustang #5 (140-2) MW 
Capri #5 (171-2) A3 
Comet #5 (200-1) A3 
Maverick #5 (200-1) A 
Comet #6 (200-1) M3 
Mustang #6 (171-2) 
Comet #6 (250-1) M3 
Maverick #6 (200-1) A 
Maverick #6 (250-1) 4 
Mustang #6 (171-2) A 
Maverick #6 (302-2) / 
Pantera #6 (351-4) J} 
Torino #7 (250-1) A3 
Torino #7 (302-2) A3 
Torino #8 (351-2) A3 
Galaxie-LTD #8 (351-! 
Torino #8 (351-4) A3 
Torino #8 (351-4) M4 
Cougar #8 (351-2) A3 
Montego #8 (351-2) 
Ranchero #8 (351-4) 

Torino #8 (400-2) A3 
Montego Wagon #9 

A3 
Galaxie-LTD #9 (351- 
Galaxie-LTD station 
#9 (351-2) A3 

Torino Wagon #9 (351 
Galaxie-LTD #9 (400- 
Montego #9 (351-2) A 
Galaxie-LTD #9 (400- 
Montego #9 (351-4) 

Galaxie-LTD #9 (351- 
Cougar #9 (351-4) A 


| Galaxie-LTD #9 (460- 


Cougar #9 (460-4) A 
Galaxie-LTD station 
#10 (400-2) A3 
Monterey-Marquis #1 

4) A3 
Monterey-Marquis sta 
wagon #10 (400-2) 
Lincoln Continental # 
(460-4) A3 


Fuji Heavy Indust 


Subaru coupe #2 (83. 
Subaru station wagon 
(83-2) M4 


G 


General Motors 


Buick 

Century #8 (350-4 

Century #8 (350-2 

Gran Sport #8 (45 

Regal #8 (350-2) . 

Century #8 (455-2 

*Century Wagon #$ 
A3 

LeSabre #9 (350-4 

LeSabre #9 (350-2 

Century Luxury W 
(350-2) A3 





(122-2) M4 
(140-2) M4 
(122-2) M4 
(122-2) A8 
(140-2) A3 

on #5 (122-2) M4 
(171-2) M4 

15 (140-2) AS 
on #5 (140-2) A3 
‘5 (140-2) M4 
(171-2) A3 
(200-1) A3 

#5 (200-1) A3 
(200-1) M3 

t6 (171-2) M4 
(250-1) M3 

#6 (200-1) AS 
#6 (250-1) A3 
#6 (171-2) A8 
#6 (302-2) A3 

6 (351-4) M5 
(250-1) A38 
(302-2) A3 
(351-2) A8 

'D #8 (351-2) A3 
; (351-4) AS 

(351-4) M4 

3 (351-2) AS 

#8 (351-2) A3 
#8 (351-4) M4 

; (400-2) AZ 

Wagon #9 (302-2) 


r'D #9 (351-2) A3 
[TD station wagon 
1-2) A3 

gon #9 (351-2) A38 
TD #9 (400-2) A3 
#9 (351-2) A3 

TD #9 (400-2) A3 
#9 (351-4) A3 

TD #9 (851-2) A3 
9 (351-4) A3 

TD #9 (460-4) A3 
-9 (460-4) A3 

TD station wagon 
00-2) A3 

-Marquis #10 (460- 


-Marquis station 

#10 (400-2) A3 

ontinental #10 
A3 


avy Industries 


nupe #2 (83-2) M4 
tation wagon #3 
M4 


Motors 


y #8 (350-4) A3 

y #8 (350-2) A3 
sport #8 (455-4) A3 
#8 (350-2) A3 

y #8 (455-2) A3 

y Wagon #9 (350-4) 


re #9 (350-4) A3 

re #9 (350-2) A3 

‘-y Luxury Wagon #9 
-2) A3 


22.8 
21.0 
19.8 
16.9 
17.7 
19.6 
18.7 
16.9 
16.6 
16.5 
15.8 
15.5 
15.0 
19.9 
17.3 
17.2 
16.3 
15.6 
15.0 
12.1 


10.4 | 


14.0 
11.8 
10.8 
10.7 

9.9 


9.8 | 


9.5 
9.1 
9.0 
8.8 





11.4 | 


10.7 


10.4 
10.3 
10.0 
9.9 
9.6 


9.5 | 
9.3 | 


9.3 
9.1 
8.6 
9.5 


8.1 


7.9 | 


a 
‘. 


10.4 | 


10.1 


9.1 | 


8.8 
8.8 


16.7 | 
10.4 | 


10.0 


9.7 





LeSabre #9 (455-2) A3 

Estate Wagon #10 (455-4) 
A8 

Electra 225 #10 (455-4) A3 


Cadillac 


Eldorado #10 (500-4) A3 

DeVille #10 (472-4) A3 

Fleetwood 75LI #10 (472- 
4) A8 


Chevrolet 


Vega Hatchback #4 (140-1) 
M3 


Vega Hatchback #4 (140-1) 
A3 


Vega Kammback #5 (140- 
1) A3 

Nova Hatchback #6 (250- 
1) A38 

Nova Hatchback #7 (250- 
1) A3 

Impala Custom Coupe #8 
(350-4) A3 

Malibu Classic #8 (350-2) 
A3 

Laguna #8 (454-4) M4 

Impala Sport Sedan #9 
(350-2) A3 

C-10 Suburban #9 (454-4) 
A3 

Caprice Classic Sport #9 
(400-2) A3 

Caprice Classic Sedan #9 
(454-4) A38 

Impala Estate Wagon #10 
(454-4) A3 

Caprice Wagon #10 (400-4) 


C-20 Suburban #10 (454-4) 
A3 


Oldsmobile 


Cutlass Salon #8 (350-4) 
A3 

Cutlass S #8 (350-4) A3 

Cutlass Supreme #8 (350- 
4) A3 

Cutlass S #8 (455-4) A3 

Delta 88 Royal #9 (350-4) 
A3 

Vista Cruiser #9 (350-4) A3 

Toronado #10 (455-4) A3 

Delta 88 Wagon #10 (455- 
4) A3 

98 Regency #10 (455-4) A3 


Pontiac 


Ventura #7 (350-4) A3 

GTO #7 (350-4) A3 

GTO #7 (350-4) M4 

LeMans #8 (350-2) A3 

LeMans Sport #8 (350-4) 
M4 

LeMans Sport #8 (350-4) 
A3 

LeMans #8 (350-4) A3 

Grand Am #8 (400-2) A3 

Trans Am #8 (400-4) M4 

Grand Prix SJ #8 (455-4) 
A3 

LeMans #8 (350-2) M4 

Catalina #9 (400-4) A3 

LeMans Safari #9 (350-2) 
A3 

Grand Ville #9 (455-4) A3 

Bonneville #9 (400-2) A3 

Grand Safari #10 (455-4) A3 

Catalina Safari #10 (400- 
2) A3 


8.7 


9.6 
8.3 


10.4 
8.9 


8.7 


24.6 


9.9 


8.9 | 
8.9 | 


9.9 
9.4 


9.2 
9.0 
8.8 
8.6 


8.4 
8.4 
9.2 


8.1 
78 
8.4 


8.3 





H 


Honda 
Civic #1 (76-2) M4 


J 


Jaguar 


E Type Series III #6 (326- 
FI) A3 9.7 


L 


Lamborghini 


Jarama 400GT #7 (240-12) 
M5 7.3 
Espada 400GT #7 (240-12) M5 7.2 


M 


Mercedes Benz 


29.1 


114 #6 (167-4) A4 14.1 
115 #6 (141-1) A4 12.9 
107 #7 (276-FI) A3 10.6 | 
116 #8 (276-FI) A3 10.3 
Mitsubishi 
Dodge Colt #3 (122-2) A3 19.1 
Dodge Colt station wagon #4 

(98-2) M4 22.8 
Dodge Colt station wagon #4 
(98-2) A3 21.9 
Dodge Colt station wagon #4 
(122-2) A3 19.5 
N 
Nissan 
Datsun B210 #2 (79-2) M4 249 
Datsun B210 #2 (79-2) A3 22.2 
Datsun 710 #3 (108-2) A3 20.7 
Datsun 710 #3 (108-2) M4 20.0 
Datsun 610 #4 (119-2) M4 20.6 | 
Datsun 610 #4 (119-2) A3 198 | 
Datsun 710 #4 (108-2) M4 19.5 
Datsun 260Z #5 (157-1) M4 16.2 
Datsun 260Z #5 (157-1) A3 15.8 
O 
Opel 
Manta Rallye #3 (116-2) M4 198 
Manta #3 (116-2) M4 18.2 
Opel 1900 #3 (116-2) A3 18.2 
*Manta Luxus #3 (116-2) A3 12.2 
, 
Peugeot 
504 sedan #5 (120-2) M4 16.8 
504XN1 #5 (120-2) M4 16.8 
Porsche 
914-4 #3 (120-FI) M5 17.5 
911 T #4 (164-FI) M4 19.1 
911 S #4 (164-FI) M5 17.2 
911 S #4 (164-FI) Sporto- 
matic 16.9 

| 911 T #4 (164-FI) M5 16.1 
R 
Renault 
12 sedan #3 (100-2) A3 19.1 





12 sedan #3 (100-2) M4 

15 TL coupe #3 (100-2) M4 

12 station wagon #4 (100-2) 
A3 

17 Gordini #4 (96-FI) M5 

17 TL coupe #4 (100-2) M4 


S 


SAAB 


97 #2 (103-1) M4 
99LE #4 (121-FI) M4 
99 #4 (121-1) M4 
99LE #5 (121-F1) M4 
99LE #5 (121-FI) A3 


Standard Triumph 
Spitfire #1 (91-1) M4 


| TR-6 #4 (152-2) M4 


T 
Toyo Kogyo 


Mazda 808 #3 (97-2) M4 

Mazda 808 #3 (96-2) A3 

Mazda RX8 station wagon #4 
(70-4) M4 

Mazda RX3 #4 (70-4) A3 

Mazda RX2 #4 (70-4) M4 

Mazda RX4 station wagon #5 
(80-4) M4 

Mazda RX4 #5 (80-4) A3 


Toyota 


Corolla-1 coupe #1 (71-2) M4 
Corolla-1 sedan #1 (71-2) M4 
Corolla-2 #2 (97-2) M4 
Corolla-2 #2 (97-2) A2 
Corolla-2 station wagon #3 
(97-2) A3 
Corolla-2 #3 (97-2) A2 
Corona-2D #3 (120-2) M4 
Corona-2D #3 (120-2) A3 
Corona #4 (120-2) M4 
Mark II #5 (156-2) A3 
Mark II station wagon #5 
(156-2) A3 
Mark II #5 (156-2) M4 
Land Cruiser #7 (237-2) M3 
Land Cruiser #8 (237-2) M3 
Land Cruiser #8 (237-2) M4 


V 


Volkswagen 


Karman Ghia 14 #2 (97-1) 
M4 

Super Beetle #2 (97-1) M4 

Convertible 15 #3 (97-1) Au- 
tomatic Stickshift 


Volvo 


142 #5 (121-FI) M5 
144 #5 (121-FI) A3 
145 #6 (121-FI) M4 
164 #6 (182-FI) A3 
164 #6 (182-FI) M5 


18.8 
17.9 


22.2 
22.2 
17.5 


21.7 
19.4 
18.8 
17.0 
16.1 


23.1 
16.9 


20.0 
18.9 


10.8 
10.7 
10.6 


10.4 
10.3 


27.1 
24.8 
22.6 
20.8 


21.1 
19.6 
18,4 
18.4 
16.9 
15.4 


15.2 
15.1 
12.6 
9.7 
8.3 


21.7 
20.9 


22.6 


17.5 
17.0 
18.4 
14.5 
13.4 


* Rating subject to change; EPA 


is reviewing test results. 





What you should know about vocational schools 


Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has been concerned for some time with misleading practices 
of some private vocational & home study (correspondence) schools. Last year FTC issued its 
guidelines for how private & home study schools should conduct their business to stay within 
FTC regulations & to be fair to consumers. The guidelines updated FTC’s original rules of busi- 
ness practice for home study schools, which it issued in 1936. 


However, FTC still finds there are problems for consumers who are interested in enrolling 
in private vocational schools. Although vocational school training can provide the necessary edu- 
cation & skills to help you qualify for better, higher paying jobs, FTC says selecting the wrong 
school or wrong courses can be a waste of your time & money. 


Last month FTC issued a guide to help consumers in selecting a vocational school. The guide 
notes 


@ How some schools try to mislead you; 


@ What information you should learn about a school & how to get the information; 
@ What you can do if you “get taken” by a school. 


The guide, called Consumer Bulletin No. 13, is available for 40¢ from Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. FTC also has published 2 leaflets: 
The Pocket Guide To Choosing a Vocational School & Which Job Training Will You Choose? Each 
is available free from Federal Trade Commission, Dept. V, Washington, DC 20580. 


New Federal publications 


The following are available from Public Documents Distribution Center, 5801 Tabor Ave., Phil- 
adelphia, PA 19120; make check or money order payable to Supt. of Documents. 
Guiding Principles for Responsible Packaging & Labeling (report of the sub-council on packaging 
& labeling of National Business Council for Consumer Affairs), published by National Business 
Council for Consumer Affairs; 35¢. 


Insects on Deciduous Fruits & Tree Nuts in the Home Orchard, published by Agriculture Dept.; 
# 0100-1387 ; 40¢. 

Managing Our Environment (report on ways agricultural research fights pollution), published by 
Agriculture Dept.; #0100-1587; 65¢. 
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